
 
 

Urban Academy Outline for Back to School Plans June 1 

The following outline is an overview of the steps and plans in place for return to school 

for students on June 1st. This is a brief outline to help parents understand the plans in 

place for student and staff safety so that you can make an informed decision regarding 

your child’s attendance. Attendance back at school is voluntary. However, parents need 

to be aware that although some remote learning will be available, it will be significantly 

reduced from the robust elearning platform we have been providing. It is not possible to 

provide that level of elearning and teach in classrooms at the same time.  

By the end of this week a full plan will be provided to you with further details on each of 

the points below, however, the fundamental outline of what is provided here will be the 

foundation of what we undertake as we prepare for re-entry. When you respond to the 

survey, every effort will be made to plan for siblings on the same day, which may be a 

challenge with the older students only on 20% in-class attendance, but we will do our 

best. 

Parents and staff will need to assess their health, that of their children and household 

members each day before arriving at the site. If someone in your household is ill, do not 

come to school.  

Junior Kindergarten to Grade 5  

• Half of each class in attendance at any one time. Group A on Monday and 

Wednesday and Group B on Tuesday and Thursday. We will assign you your 

group based on the information we receive back on the survey and sibling pairs. 

• Students will have homeroom core academic instruction most of the day with 

one specialist teacher each day. 

• Friday will be an elearning post day with an array of activities for families at 

home but not necessarily the same learning format as previously. 

Grade 6 to Grade 12 

• Students will have in-class instruction one day per week per grade group, the 

whole grade together on their assigned day. 

• It is likely (although not firm yet) that Grade 6 will be assigned Monday, Grade 7 

Tuesday, Grade 8 Wednesday, Grade 9 Thursday and Grade 10/11 Friday. 

• In addition to their day in-class, students will have one Zoom class per academic 

course per week and one Zoom per specialist/elective course per week.  

• Students will have core academic instruction for most of the in-class day with the 

possibility of a specialist teacher for one block as well.  

 



 
 

Minimizing Physical Contact and Physical Distancing 

• JK-Grade 5 students will use Stairwell One to go to class and Stairwell Three to 

go to upper decks. 

• Grade 6-12 students will use Stairwell 2 to go to class and upper decks. 

• Desks will be separated by 2 metres. 

• Junior students will be separated at their tables, likely two to a table with 

distancing at the carpet for that instruction. 

• Students will stay in their classrooms with teachers coming to them rather than 

sharing common areas. 

• Washrooms will be assigned per grade with only one child in the washroom at a 

time. 

• We will use tape on the floor to separate children at handwashing stations, 

waiting outside of the washroom and lining up for pick up. 

• We will not be offering masks nor supervising their use. Families are welcome to 

send their child with a mask however, the school will not be responsible for its 

use, cleanliness, standard or where it may have come from before coming to 

school. We would respectfully suggest that this is difficult to manage with 

children and can lead to difficulties ensuring that they stay clean. They will have 

a rigorous schedule of handwashing at school. 

• Students will have a staggered schedule for recess and lunch play on the decks, 

ensuring only small groups at a time without physical contact games. 

Cleanliness and Hygiene in the Building 

• The day custodian will be on duty throughout the day, doing two full cleans, 

disinfecting frequent contact surfaces, washrooms and student table tops. 

• The night custodian comes on to do the same. 

• Friday will be a day of deep clean. 

• Students will be assigned a supervised handwashing schedule; when they arrive 

in the morning, after play outside, lunch and before they go home as well as any 

other time staff deem it advisable given the activity. 

• Hand sanitizer will be available at multiple stations throughout the building. 

• Students are assigned their own electronic device at school for learning, their 

own headphones, sealed in zip loc bags and sanitized each day, do not send 

devices from home. 

• If a child is ill or shows symptoms of illness, they will be sent home immediately 

and we will work with parents on when they may be able to return. 

Drop Off and Pick Up 

• Parents will not enter the building. 



 
 

• Deliveries have been curtailed significantly and a plan for curbside has been in 

place for several weeks. 

• We will create a staggered time for drop off and pick up to ensure that students 

of each grade group can arrive or leave before the next group. Do not plan to 

come to the site early, this will impede the safety of the movement of grade 

groups and we ask you to clear the site quickly. Parents will need to distance on 

the sidewalk as they pick up. 

• Grade one and up will drop off in the parkade in the morning. Most doors will be 

propped open at drop off and pick up to reduce touch on surfaces. 

• JK and K families can bring their child to the front door and staff will greet them 

and bring them in. 

• Parents will need to assess their child, themselves and their household members 

before sending their child to school. If a member of your household is ill do not 

send your child to school. 

• Dismissal for JK-Grade 5 will be in the front lobby, at a staggered interval where 

staff dismiss children to your care one at a time as they line up behind the 

distanced tape marks. 

• Dismissal for Grade 6-12 will be as it usually is, going home on transit, walking, 

meeting families at agreed-upon locations or later in the parkade after 3:45. 

These measures have been thoughtfully put in place in order to ensure the health and 

safety of all of our students, staff and families. We thank you for taking note of, and 

complying with these plans.  

 


