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School Travel Plan 
 
Urban Academy is proud to be part of the Sapperton neighbourhood and we 
strive to minimize the impact of a vibrant school on our neighbours. Since 
moving into the neighbourhood in March 2019, we have worked with our 
community to be respectful of the residents in the surrounding area. Braid Street 
is a busy major thoroughfare in New Westminster and care must be taken by all 
when on or near Braid Street. There are a number of key areas we focus on: 

1. The safety of our students, parents and staff 
2. The safety of pedestrians and neighbours 
3. The efficient flow of traffic around the school 
4. Correct use of drop-off and pick-up areas 
5. Impact on our surrounding neighbours 

 
It is a requirement of all parents and guardians driving to and from Urban Academy to abide by our traffic 
management plan; to obey the law and posted signage; to be courteous and always consider safety first as 
they navigate the roads around the school; and to demonstrate patience at all times, allowing ample time for 
drop-off and pick-up. 
 
Shuttle Van Service 

We operate two shuttle van routes for students from Burnaby and the Tri 
Cities. Families living in these areas are invited and encouraged to utilise 
this service. Please see our school bus page for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
School Drop-off 
Junior Kindergarten and Kindergarten students 

• Parents with children in JK and K are permitted to purchase a parking pass for the full school year, 
allowing parents to park for 10 minutes in the parking lot behind the school to bring their young children 
to class. 

 
Grades 1 – 12 students 

• Parents of students in Grades 1 – 12 are permitted to enter the underground parkade in the morning 
after 8.15am. Students alight from their vehicle in the underground parkade and are supervised entering 
the building by staff. 

• Supervision during morning drop-off in the parkade, on the crosswalks around the school and the JK 
and K entrance, is provided by staff who help direct traffic. 

• Parking on Rousseau Street directly in front of the school is not permitted and must be kept clear at all 
times. 

 
School Pick-up 
Junior Kindergarten students 

• JK students are dismissed at 3pm. Parents are permitted to arrive at 2.50pm to pick-up their children. 
Parents with valid parking passes are permitted to park in the parking lot behind the school for 10 
minutes. Staff are on supervision to ensure the safety of students. 
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Kindergarten – Grade 12 students 
• Kindergarten – Grade 5 students are dismissed at 3.15pm and Grades 6 – 12 students are dismissed at 

3.30pm. Parents of students in Kindergarten, who hold a valid parking pass, are permitted to park in the 
parking lot behind the school for 10 minutes. 

• Parents and guardians of students in Grades 1 – 12 enter the parking lot in the parkade when after-
school activities conclude each afternoon. In accordance with the Urban Academy Neighbourhood 
Parking Map, parents and guardians may use on-street parking in the streets around the school, walk to 
the school building to meet their children and return to their vehicle in a timely manner. 

• Parents and guardians are required to be respectful of our neighbours and posted signage in the area. 
 
Parking Passes 
Urban Academy shares a parking lot behind the school building with local businesses. There is designated staff 
parking in this shared lot and the remaining spaces are for parents of JK and K aged students who hold a valid 
parking pass. The remainder of the parking lot is for our neighbouring businesses and not for use by Urban 
Academy parents. School staff supervise the surrounding streets every day to work with our parents to park in 
public, two-hour parking only. 
 
Special Events 

Urban Academy has very few special events on site throughout the year, our 
school is not designed to host large events. Parent Teacher interviews take place 
on site and are staggered over two days, one of which is in the evening with very 
limited numbers attending at any given time. Parent Teacher interviews are 
conducted one appointment at a time, for a 15-minute appointment. Large 
school events such as the Winter Concert, Spring Play and Sports Day all take 
place away from the school building, using community facilities in New 
Westminster. We book public parks for Sports Day and hold concerts at the 
Massey Theatre. 

 
Field Trips 
Our students use transit for field study away from the school campus. We use Compass Cards, which are 
regularly pre-loaded, to ensure students can use transit. It is rare to utilize a bus for field study unless it cannot 
be avoided. 
 
Carpool Coordinator 
Urban Academy’s volunteer Carpool Coordinator is available to connect families in similar locations who wish 
to arrange a school drop-off and pick-up carpool to help alleviate traffic at these times. For more information, 
please contact admin@urbanacademy.ca. Informal carpool arrangements are also highly encouraged as it 
helps with whole groups of same age students. 
 
Student Driver Policy 
Senior students are not permitted to drive to school and the school has a policy (4017) in place to enforce this 
restriction. The Urban Academy Policy Manual is available here: http://urbanacademy.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2019/10/Urban-Academy-Policy-Manual-1.pdf.  
 
Transit & Bicycles 
Urban Academy is well serviced by public transport. Braid Street Skytrain station is less than a five minute walk 
away, while the #128 and #155 buses both stop within a block of the school. We encourage older students and 
staff to use transit where possible and many of our students do. 
 
Students and staff who wish to cycle to school are encouraged to park them in the storage area provided. 
Cyclists are required to bring their own lock and to observe the rules of the road at all times. Anyone cycling to 
school must enter the school property on foot to avoid any accidents. 
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Best Routes to School Map 

HASTe is a professional consultant that worked with us on our school travel plans to ensure student safety, low 
impact on the neighbourhood and encourage environmentally friendly options to travel to and from school. 
Their Best Routes to School Map can be found here: http://urbanacademy.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2019/11/UA-Best-Route-to-School-Pamphlet_November-2019.pdf 
 
School Parking Map 
A copy of our school parking map, detailing parking permitted and no parking zones in the neighbourhood, can 
be found on our here: http://urbanacademy.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Urban-Academy-Parking-Map.pdf 
 
Travel Mode Survey 
The school conducts a Travel Mode Survey of our students twice per year. The number of intermediate and 
senior students using transit goes up steadily as the school year goes by. Half of the school uses the parkade 
for drop-off, minimizing parking in the neighbourhood. Less than 25% of the school community parks a vehicle 
in the neighbourhood and walks into the school for either drop-off or pick-up. 
 
Neighbourhood Relations Contact 
Urban Academy has reached out to the Residents’ Association offering to work together on a Good Neighbours 
Plan to help communication open between us and encourage a proactive approach to concerns or questions 
that may arise. 
 
On-going Travel Promotion 
Students are taught how to use transit safely from the very early primary grades. Students travel on transit to 
field study and any off-site events. The school hosts a bicycle safety and education event each year as well as 
on-going education on contributions families can make to reducing vehicular traffic in and out of the 
neighbourhood. 


